Regulatory compliance in solid-organ transplantation: what you don't know can hurt your program.
The risk of noncompliance with rules and regulations in solid-organ transplantation is significant and may lead to probation, suspension, or program closure. Transplant program leadership is responsible for ensuring that programs and centers are in compliance with regulations and data reporting requirements. As the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services prepare to implement new rules and the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations positions itself to join the certification process for transplant programs, heightened awareness and vigilance by all members of the transplant community are warranted. This article aims to inform transplant team members, particularly transplant program leaders, of the various regulatory bodies that oversee solid-organ transplantation, as well as these bodies' responsibilities and current agendas. Information is also included to help leaders continuously prepare their programs for site visits and audits by these oversight bodies.